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YOU Can SAVE Upto 20% .
or MORE! By Combining

ALL of Your
Insurance With Us!

Home Insurance
Renters
Condo
Seasonal Property
g Builders Risk
w Watercraft

g Special Event Liability
d Auto

d Business

g Snowmobiles

g Motorcycles

g ATV

d Apartment Buildings
Condominium Buildings
Restaurant Buildings
Retailers & Strip Plazas
Professional Offices

Life Insurance
Disability Protection

g Mortgage Protection
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Is No Fault Insurance to blame for rising

The Wrong Coverage is Never a Bargain.

auto insurance premiums?

The rising price of auto insur-
ance has been continuous in
the past years and doesn't
seem to be letting up any time
soon. Experts in the insurance
industry claim that it is the
flawed no fault insurance sys-
tem that can be mostly to

blame.

No fault insurance can be de-
fined as: “a system of automo-
bile insurance where a party
who is injured in an automobile
accident recovers damages up
to a specific amount against his
own insurance company re-
gardless of who was responsi-
ble for the accident”. The
states who have this include:
Florida, Hawaii, Kansas, Michi-
gan, Massachusetts, Minnesota,
New York, North Dakota, and
Utah. In addition New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and Kentucky
allow drivers to choose be-
tween no fault and traditional
coverage. In these “no fault”
states you are required to pur-
chase Personal Injury Protec-

tion (PIP). This helps you to
get coverage with some of the
medical costs (as well as those
of fellow passengers) but only
up to a permitted level. This
was put into place to help
those who do not have health
insurance to at least be able

to receive some treatment.

The main aim of the no fault
laws were to ensure that vic-
tims could avail prompt pay-
ment to cover medical costs
where they will not be re-
quired to wait to determine
who was at fault. The laws
were also aimed at stopping
attorneys from overcrowding
the courtrooms with these
smaller cases, because no fault
will pay for most ordinary
accidents, however, it will not
pay for extremely expensive
claims. In this case, when the
degree of damages exceeds
the “threshold-level” no fault
states generally allow legal
remedies through the court

system.
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Although this may seem like
an easy and fast way to pro-
ceed through a claim, these
laws have had some unfore-
seen consequences. Rising
medical costs, fraud, increased
benefits, and the ever increas-
ing number of lawsuits are all
leading to rising costs in auto
insurance premiums for most
of the no fault states. Accord-
ing to a report conducted by
the Insurance Information In-
stitute, New York auto insur-
ance rates are the fourth high-
est in the country. Insured
drivers in New York paid av-
erage premiums of $1044 in
2008, which was 32 percent
higher than the national aver-

age of $789.
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This is the time of year when
we entertain guests and open
up our homes to friends and

Entertaining guests during the holidays

family. But with a full sched-

ule how can we plan a spe-

cial evening without adding

undue stress?

Here are some suggestions

for last minute touches that

will make your guests feel

welcome:

e  Focus on the first im-
pression - make sure

that your yard is tidy and
the sidewalk is clear of
leaves, snow and debris.
Shake out your welcome
mat and if your guests are
arriving in the evening,
have lights turned on both
outdoors and in the foyer.

Continued on Page 3




With the weather changing
to cooler temperatures
having your home prepared
for the winter is very im-

portant.

You probably have your
own checklist of what you
do each and every year to
get your home secured dur-
ing the winter months but
have you ever though about
looking into a temperature
monitor or freeze alarm?
These items can help pre-
vent large future insurance

claims.

Our office frequently rec-
ommends our clients to visit
www.protectedhome.com
and browse through their

catalog of freeze alarms,

water alarms and one of
there most popular products
the “Homesitter”.

The “Homesitter” will sound
an audible alarm and call up
to three telephone numbers
to protect your home from
damage caused by tempera-
ture extremes, water leaks
or power failures. In addi-
tion to the “homesitter”, the
biggest selling freeze alarm is
the “Intermediate Freeze
Alarm”. Features such as
voice prompted program-
ming, Quick Status CheckTM
and the ease of use with
voice mail and answering
machines have made this
model not only popular, but
often the model most re-

quested by insurance

Keeping your home protected during the winter months

companies to protect their
policy holders’ homes and
property.

Please visit
www.protectedhome.com
for more information and
help be fully prepared for
the unexpected.

Wireless Water
Alarm

Homesitter

EEs

Intermediate
Freeze Alarm

Flood Insurance - Facts to know

August 28, 201 | New York
was hit hard by Hurricane
turned Tropical Storm Irene.
Then approximately one
week later we were hit again
with the remnants of Tropi-
cal Storm Lee. Flooding was
the main cause of loss among
clients within our agency
from those two storms.
Since August 28th we have
had 183 losses reported to
our agency with 90-95% of
the claims reported being
flood related. Moving for-
ward there are some impor-
tant facts about flood insur-
ance that we wanted to
share or remind you of.

e Flood Insurance is NOT
covered under your
homeowners policy, it is
a separate policy alto-
gether.

Contents coverage is
NOT automatically
added to a flood
insurance policy. The
premium difference var-
ies depending on the
limit of coverage you
wish to obtain.

e Remember that it takes

30 days after purchase
for a policy to take ef-
fect, so its important to
buy insurance before the
flood waters start to
rise.

e In a high risk area, your
home is more than twice
as likely to be damaged
by flood than by fire.

e If you live in a MODER-
ATE TO LOW risk area
and are eligible for the
Preferred risk policy,
your flood insurance
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premium may be as low as $129 a year, including cov-

erage for your properties contents.

Floods and flash floods happen in all 50 states
Just an inch of water can cause costly damage to your

property.

A car can easily be carried away by just two feet of

floodwater.

Hurricanes, winter storms and snowmelt are common
(but often overlooked) causes of flooding.

New land development can increase flood risk, espe-
cially if the construction changes natural runoff paths.
Finally remember that EVERYONE LIVES IN A
FLOOD ZONE - it's just a question of whether you
live in a low, moderate, or high risk area. To rate the
risk of your property please visit www.floodsmart.gov
and go to the red box titled “One Step Flood Risk

Profile”
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Find us on

FOLLOW US ONTWITTER LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
— 5 e
and be entered into our monthly drawing for a

FREE IPOD!!!
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e Circle of comfort - you may normally
have your living room furniture ar-
ranged for optimal television viewing,

but when your expecting company et A ——
arrange furn]ture in cozy groups to SCH EN ECTA DY F LOOR COVERI NG
encourage conversation. .
e Quick Clean - you don't need to clean COMEVISIT OUR NEW HOME
your house from top to bottom, just We market everything from laminate and vinyl
pay attention to the rooms that guests to hardwood and porcelain,
are likely to visit, like the living room, even carpet!

Schenectady Floor Covering isn't just a flooring specialty store,

dining room and bathroom. Remem- : :
g roo ba we've been in the industry for over 60 years and are partnered

ber, your friends and family are coming with Flooring America!
to see you, not your home.
o  Set the scene with scents - light an Visit our site:
aromatic candle to eliminate any odors, wirwschenactadyliapfoavsring com
but be aware that some guests may “Like” us on Facebookl!
have allergies or be sensitive to fra- www.facebook.com/schenectadyfloorcovering

grances. You can also pop some fro-

zen cookie dough in the oven before 518.372.5664

their arrival to make your house smell 1310 WA SO R 5T
'/ SCHENECTADY NY 12308

wonderful and make guests feel at

home.

Have all of your insurance needs with us!

@ Alistate. SyHznover r,\uuca»«auonaunsmemup MetLife
MetLife Auto & Home®

You're in good hands. Insurance Group® Insurance mmmmmyou.
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The Wrong Coverage is Never a Bargain.
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Congratulations
To our Clients of the Month!
they will each receive a $50 Price Chopper gift card for spreading

the word and referring their friends & family to our agency!
Thank youl!

This month we thank:
Mike Metzger and Kathleen Conn
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2330 Broadway
Schenectady, NY 12306

Main Street
Esperance, NY 12066

Phone: 518-377-7414
Fax: 518-346-5767

E-mail: inf t. i < i
mall:e@yourowgentcon Send your Friends, Family, Colleagues, Clients, anyone you know our way for

an insurance quote and we’ll do the rest! For every referral you send our way,
we’ll send you a $5.00 Subway Gift Card. From those referrals we will draw
one winner every month for a $50.00 Price Chopper Gift Card

Got a car? Call us we can show
you how someone else can pay

" RepairBills

“*EXTENDED WARRANTIES - even if you currently have a
policy through your auto dealer, give us a call today for a
FREE quote, when our policy comes in cheaper than your
current policy you can replace it with ours! Everyone is in
the market to save money so why not let your agent help
you with that!

WE'RE ON THE WEB!

ShebSaaatatiet - Do you want to SAVE 10% on your auto insurance in
your pajamas?

Take our New York State Approved Defensive Driving Course. We hold the classes at our Schenectady
office once a month, however, we now offer the course online for ONLY 29.95. This class will benefit
both drivers who have accidents/tickets, and drivers who have a clear driving record. The savings is good
for 3 YEARS, and reduces up to 4 points off your license. If you choose to come to one of our in office
classes it is completed in one day, however, the online course gives you 30 days to complete it from the

*klf you would like future dates and times for our in office classes please give us a call!
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